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VOLUNTARY SECTOR (definition)
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VOLUNTARY SECTOR`S  FUNCTION

• Bonding – ”glue” in society
• Important arena for teaching children/youth about active 

citizenshipcitizenship
• Democracy, citizenship and social capital
• “Pioneers” - identify needs in society/promote change
• Produce services



DEVELOPMENT

ca. 1850 ca. 1900 ca. 1950

First NGOs Health, social sector as Sports, culture/nature, First NGOs
Religion, sobriety 
organizations, labor 
organizations, humanitarian 
organizations fighting 
poverty, enlighten-
ment/education, ”outdoor 
life”, sports

Health, social sector as 
well as humanitarian work.
Women`s liberation 
movement.

Sports, culture/nature, 
environment and leisure 
organizations.
Humanitarian and social work 
is progressively taken over by 
the state, the voluntary sector 
continues to be pioneers.
Grasroot-movements.
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PARTICIPATION IN VOLUNTARY WORK
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WHERE ARE THE VOLUNTEERS WORKING?

Type of organization Norway Sweden Denmark United Kingdom
Culture/recreation 51% 51% 49% 21%
Education/research 2% 2% 5% 3%
Health 3% 0 3% 9%
Social Services 6% 8% 8% 13%
Environment 1% 2% 1% 3%Environment 1% 2% 1% 3%
Development and
Housing 5% 4% 6% 13%
Law, advocacy and
politics 7% 12% 5% 2%
Religion 11% - 6% 33%
Philantrophy 0% - - 1%
Business and
Prof. ass. unions, 10% 16% 6% -
Others 0 2% 7% 2%

Source: Salamon, Sokolowski and associates ”Global Civil Society: Dimensions of the Non-profit sector, Vol. 2 2004 og Johns Hopkins University ”Global Civil 
Society At-a- Glance”

ECONOMY

) 1�"��� �#�$������$+���$�B6�8�""����
���/DE&E�8�""�� �0�� ���#� �-
) B6�666���� ��, ����$�� !�� ��� "�8�����$�8�"���?6�6 66�(��/D B5?60



ASSOCIATION OF NGOs IN NORWAY
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OUR MISSION
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• VAT-exemption for voluntary organizations
• More research on volunatary sector: what motivates people, what is the effect 

of the sector etc.
• Sattelite accounts for the sector as part of our national accounts
• Public register for voluntary organizations
• Agreement between government and the sector on basic principles that are to 

apply for all cooperation between the authorities at all levels, and voluntary 
sector (”Compact”)

…
….

HOW WE WORK?

Long term perspective
235 members: one voice, one message
Focus on building trust 
Communication with all parties in the parliament, allwaysCommunication with all parties in the parliament, allways
Push from many different angels
Do`nt take no for an answer
Allways keep a possibility open for the government to make a win



�� �(�#���'���#���� ��������>


